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| Froma Clergy-Man in the Country, to + Mi- : i 

niſter in 5 i, Concerning Miniſteri In- 
termedling with ST ATEH- AFFAIRS 
In ibeir Sermons and Diſcourſe.” (v9 


SIR, 


OU have defired to know of me the Reaſons, why I make it 
a (cruple of Conſcience to da 28 athers on all fides have done, 
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; of: Sem jm my, Sermon and 
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obliging me to meddle 

wy Age: 


Fir, 1 know uo Las Ather of God . 
* by r Sa” 
ige | I dels £3 N * ] 
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the Pulpit 1 and if 66 Law either : ſly commanding, or by a good) 
1g can be ſhewed, I underftand not 


ing this interm 
15 1 8 lum la ROM ſo 
condly a 22 


Man, ſorbi ox re ad 
N > ng which belong not uſo Noe,” or which P larly 2 


ww — SU is "this? Be not bie 2 be- mens ors, 1 va 
4. 156, \Andwhat bau I 1 do 10 jndge thew vhat are rb ? 1 Cor. 

12. And who art thou that judgeſt anotber mans ſerv int > t be own 
Muſter be ebb of falletb, Rom: 3 4+ 4. Au judge nor, thet ye be 
not judged,” Mat. 7. 1. Nom when I retie& upon my belt 194 i eterence un- 
to thele Laws, my *"Conſtience del h rell mad, ab I im mat rd to 
manage the Affairs of State, but that they belong to other men; and 
theref: re chat 7 ought norto be buſie in them, and frouble my (elf - 
baut them, . And-if Ijudge the Megiſtrate Employment ( as a Civil 


M. giſlrate ) to be without the Church, 7 hve icatce lo mach, ae 
us, | 
le 


Im) no more tight chan St. Fault hal ro judge dge them; now he 

that he had nothing to do co,jqtge them, bnt hat the judgment © 

ihatute without tue urch, GoThith reſerved unte, 1 Gone 5, 

13. thereſo e it doth not appertainto meto medule uith them, Bur 

Fe 1 Chriſtian M :giſtrate, I rake him to be within the CMutch yer his 
dloy ment, guatenfts (djs the ter 7 1 


ſervant, but Cutiſſ's; and then t doth _ 
15 that jane avot 222 e ee —— ä 


doubredly Gods lervanc, Rom 13.4, therefore I yr let him ſtand ov 
fall ta his on Mafter, in matter. of outward government, which God 
hath ntruſte d hi ni, and not me wWithal. Au id ee do ook upon him 
46 Brother, and hig Actions or 75 "che Aſſelte of priv 
72 Nene bert Rules do hold i fork fob meet 
7¹ Ae 2 pr to "Jay his fuittts 6 „il te dene 
with him in. private, ah by degrees ap dim to che Judiosture oi 
thoſe who are his competent Judges, 1. 18/175. c. It is not den- 
ful N 1 7155 in mY private _ to condemn him, whether 1 
dr got; and Far left i it lawfwiro 1 
10 Faye fag 510 nk bie temen dhe 
wade; h, TO - * 6 66 — ige. 


„Moreover, the 10 102 ek h ee 2 Honou ty 
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peR due unto the Civil — as to natural Parents, . Now to 
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PT: » 
ine apco us 00 judge an Ws} LG o to blaſi-and . 
their proceedings in publick before the Miltiqude, Gref}y or ind 
is manifeſtly co diſhonour them rn 
deat ſo wich bis Eacents, it is i avant in rte. lv, wh 


his Magiſtrates. t 

As for the Laws of men in this FOO RELAY 
oy, for it is evident in all Natio to controul the Actiam of the 
Civil Magiſtrate, and to traduce wy in dceediogs, & 2 Crime pu- 
niſinble w Subjects by choſe that N 72 — «ag n Aut hurity o 
them, with deat .iwpriſantnent, fine biriiſhovenr, accu ding be the 


nature of the Þ " abd uz the wn pd ky doth judge fie. 
Thirdly, The nature of the G Where onto Jom appointed a Mini. 
er by Carift, is inconbſtent xd the care of thoſe things where ich I 
muſt ictermeddle, if I ſhould tak me to judge of chem. Pot the 
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Golpel is che Telumony of Jeu, ro teveij tin to the Wo Id. and to 10- 
vite all men from the Cares ot Lüst 118 World, tobenter into his 
Kingdom and Relt; which is Kingdom of Truth, and nat ,of-this 
Warld, whereof the Kingdoms are but yes znd 'refilels vanities, I chen 
I account wy ſelf appointed to this 2 — by Chrift,, ta mind. the 
. MyReries of hi Truth ; and that wifdonr which is of-Godg which e 
the Princes ef tha Wor id Loos 17 Princes N Wald cane for g 14 
jought not to apply my to Inden wee 50. Their zetleie u and 1 1 
ought not to do this, 1 conceive it is not lawful forme to judge ai their 
rs — either to commend or cohbdemo them in the Pulpit. 
For Cheift inereated to 25 his Aurbor ie y, to cauſe an Procher 
to ii de tbe i a aus.) with the pth#r, chdt refuſe d doit #pon (his 
grauod, betaule Gud bad not s ee Mm Judge, or « Diyider 
over men in-remporal matters: che Diſciple o * abo ve the Mater 3 
ind if che Maſter bad ao right co meddie in (mall - matters bergeen 
man and man, what right bave Ito meddle in the greateſt , between 
State and Stat e, or Rulers and SubjeAs7 When Chriſt called one [of 
his Diſciples tofollow him, and he defirec les ve. firſt ro go bury his 
Farben Ghrif bid tym, /er the db d buy their deus © but go then ( taich 
he) and preach the Kinglom of Gol. I "then theſe that ate called to 
pte sch the Kingd em of God, ought to ſree their minds from thecares 
which chrough natural Aflection, aud « kind of Civil Dary, fo nearly cun- 
cern themſelves and their Kindred; how much morejought they to 
be di{intere(ſ-d ia matters ofState, which donet t off concemn2t hem 
The Cares of a quite contrary nature cariibe be kr once righrꝰy ent es- 
trined in che ſame mind, they are like 8 — 
A 2 can 
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24h ſerve ãt the tame time acc 


therefore he that will be Chriſts Servant, and a fich ful Souldicr'in his 
Werface, muſt aot be intangled in the of this Life z otherwiſe he 


will not be able to pleaſe him, who hath * choſen him to be Soldier, 2 
Tim, 2, . Now all the Affairs of State concern only this Liſe, and a0» 
thing elſe directiy and principal. | 

Fourtbiy, The intermedling Frith State-matters in Sermons, is con- 
erary to the Rule of Preaching, and to the true aim which ought to be 
miintsined in the performance of that ducy, ' 

The Rule of 8 Fam man ſpeak, let bim ſpe1k, u the Ora. 
cles of God, 1 Pet. 4. 11. We are watrani«d to ſpeak hot tung, (if we 
speak in Gods Name) but that which is undediably his Word; nothing 
em beget Faith, and build up the Soul unto godliaeis, but the Truth 
of God ;.if we (peak other matters, which the Wiſdom vi earthly men, 
or our own Imgination or paſſions diQtate, we profane the Ordinance of 
of God, and deftcoy the Faith of the Hearers, Mat is the chaff tothe 
wheat, ſaith the Lord? by the P.opher Feremiab; Our own words and 
dreams about temporal concernmeats, are leis worth than Chaff; und 
the Faith of Profeſſors cannot ſtand in the wiſdom of Men, but in the 
Power of God. Andbecauſe Jeſus Chriſt is che wiſdom of God, and 


the power of God, therefore in, on? preaching , we fhould determine to 


know nothing amongſt our bearers , but Je ſis Cb iſt and bim crucified, > | 
The aim co be mint ĩned in preaching, is to perſwade God only, and 
not men; and not to pleaſe men, or become their ſervants, but Gods 
alone, Gad. 1. 10. For be that intendetb t̃o pleaſe men, in no more the ſervant 
of Cbriſl. Now when mea (et themſelves to ſpeak of State · mitteri in the 
Pulpit, their aim is either to pleaſe the Magiftrits by commending them 
to the people, or to ſhes their diſlike againſt their proceedings by re- 


iy; \aor Ir different times faltheuy; 


| 


| 
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praving i he ſume, which doth tend to make the people diſpleaſcd 


with their 'Magiftrats: Now whether the defign be che one or the o- 


ther, ic is altogether unworthy ofthe Midifter of the Golpel; and men 
eꝛnnot poſſibly mention the affairs of State inpublick, but ic muſt be 
eicher way, and therefore he ought neither way to do it. 

And wharſoever a mans im may be in medling thus with State: matters, 
a* he doth no ſervice to God in it, ſo he prevercs the minds of che 
Heacers from the integricy and fimplicicy of the Golpel, to reflect up- 
on and affect ¶ with retecence to worldly wiſdom_) che ways of a party: 
for all State- matters are. continually carried by ſome Plots in the hands 
of- one Party or other; . and whoſoever doth meddle with them, 


either to Commend or.  dilcommend the proceedings, muſt be — 
er» 
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ſer vent of s party, and ſo forſakes the Ayiritual liberty and unpartiality 
to ſtand, and whereunto be ought to bring the mind 


wherein he ought 
ot his hearers, that they may be willing to ſerve all men in love, for 
their ſpiritual edificacion, without prejudice for Cha ils ſake, The in- 
tereſt of States · Men and matters, change according to circumftences by 
by -which chofe that manage publick Aff. its find their advantages; ii the 
Miniſter of the Goſpel will oblige himſelf to meddle with theſe matters, 
he will be conſtrained either to fay and um lay the ſame things; if he ſol- 
low State Principles ( which is to diſcredit the truth of the Goſpel, ſor 
when men are (way'd with carnal Conſiderations, they muſt needs 
make the Game thing in their Preaching, yes, yes, and nay, nay, C as we 
have found — tor of late ) or if he will be inflexible and not change 
his note with the times, he will be engaged into occaſions of firife and 


controverſies with others for wos Idly matters, as ofc ns they change,” 


which how inconvenient it is for a Miniſter of the Goſpel to do, and how 
prejudicial it is unt o his Profefion, 7 es ve you to judge. 

The ſcandals which are given igainſt the Goſpel co thoſe that are dif. 
cerning. and perceive mens drifts in Preaching for Interefts, are yet y hain - 
ous and hurtful to the Truth, and to the Miniſtry thereot to diſcredit 
it : toc by this means natura men become Atbeiſts, for ther eupen 
they count all Religion nothing elle but cloke of Hypocriſie: theſe 
praftites Reagger the weak alſo, v are led with blind Zeal, to be engig- 
ed into FaRtion againk their Brethren, and to maintain diviſions, which 
overthrow the Churches Peace and Iluity, and thereby ſubt il State: men 
take advantages 10 lay ſnares before unwary Minifters, who have more 
zeal than prudence, to entrap them, and make uſe of them for their 
dun ends, and then when they have made them their hackneys 5 and 
ſerved their turns with them, they tuth them away with neglect and 
contempt at the journeys end; becauſe they deſerve no better. 

No |, knowing theſe things to be the natural chnſe quents of Minifters 
iatermedling with State-marters, cannot think it law! ulfor me to come 
within the reach of theſe ſnares, and therefore muſt avoid the octalions 
thereof, and am willing to warn you of the ame, ' whereof we ſee matyy 
examples before our eyes. 

_ Thelg ace the chief heads of Reaſons, whith have made me abſtain from 


that way of preaching, which ſome have followed, nnd, as I conceive; 


thele grounds which juſtifie my way to be unanſwerable, fo | never could 


find any ſolidity in thoſe pretences which are altedged for the contra 


practice, 


r' | . 18 C16 Þir hebt „er 5. 
For that which is pretended from Ezek. 37 27+ to the 22, and 33. ver. 
7. Thar Miniſters are made watchmen, to give warning tothe wicked,” 
tu warn them from their wicked way; and to the Righteous aj, 'that” 
they turn not from then Righreousnels , is not othernile eo be under - 
ſtood but in clear caſes, wherem Gods Commandment is manif-fily cranks . 
greſſed, and to be directed immediately cowards the perions themſelves, 
who are tranigteſſors, to make them ſenſible of the guilt and danger un- 
der which they ſtand. But in doubtful caſes, wherein thece is no clear 
word from Gods Mouth, wherein the Magiſtrates actions may be mi- 
interpreted; whetein he pretends to walk by « juſl Rule ; wacrein us 
leeret aim and intent iom by # jealoufie of State, is rat her condeumeu 
than his. F. ct, and wherein he is not expreſly desit wit hall himſelſ to con- 
vic his Conſcience, concerning the Iniquity of his Proceedings to rectiſte 
it, but it is cryed out upon before orners, and cenſur ed betuſe the mul 
titude, who are not his competent Iudges, (wach is the prefitice of! 
thole that in the Pulpits have me ed and domedic with State-mateers) 
I (ay in ſuch cales, aud in ſuch a way of proceeding, oo col uur can be taken 
from the Watch- Office of Egekiel, to warrant it: for look upon the 
Charge which he doth receive, and the way how he is to diicnarge ir, 
and you will ſee that your practice is nothing like it. The Charge ie, that 
the Match man ſhould bear the word at Gods month, and give ibe bouſe 
of Iſrae warning from God. ver. 17. Tais import: amexp ei- Command 
ment, and a clear ti anfgreſſion of the Commandment in thoſe that are to 
be warned, and a peculiar Miſſion from Ged to give the warning; The 
way bow this warning is to be given to the wicked and to the Rignteous 
is by a particular Addreſs, which the Watch. man wasto make as from God 
unto chemſelves immediately. If the Miniſters that meddle State-mat-/ 
ters will oblerve theſe Rules, far be it from me to condemn them; but 
if Their arguing ag1iaſt the proceeding of thoſe t hat ate in places of Au- 
thoricy, hath nothing in it approaching unto. this way ,. then I muſt be 
diſpenied From following it; & I chink ir my duty to diicoverthe irregula- 
rey ofit, by teſtitying againſtat. If men will make themſelves, chroupty 
State · jeꝛlouſi :s and evil Surmiſes agaiaſt thoſe that mange publick AL 
fairs, Watchmen over their/Rilers, whetthey are divided «among them- 
ſelves for State- intereſts, - for the advantage of one Parry , to blaſt and 
diſcredit another, and then pretend that they diſcharge the Warch-cflice' 
which is committed unto them, I (hall leave them co anſwer it to the 
chief Shepherd of the Flock; for it becometh not me to judge enother 
mans Servants, farther than by putting them in mind of the Commands 
of their Maſter, which are undeniably his kaown will. 


But 
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Bat from the Contemplation 4 Vatch-mars Office byer the Souls 
che Ftock, and their oHigation t6 give in iccoumt thereof unt o God, 
there is an Ovj-&ion and Deut which may be raiſed, this; But hat 
if I ſee my Flock like tg be lea y ( by the etampie of thoſe that are 
in Authority, or the jnftigation of tuoſe chat have Power Junta wick» 
ed and unjuſt courſes,” which are deHtuctive to the true Religion, and 
the lafety ofthe State; ſha Trot warn them of the danger in this cafe? 
I anſwer, Yes, you are bound to forewarn them of che danger, which you 
think they are like to full into, ii the thing be evident and clearly a trans 
greffion of Gods witl ; tay, you we bound to forewarn 25 well thoſe 
that by their authority and power led othe g out of the way, as thoſe 
"that ate led by them. Thus in cafes of Zdolarry and Oppreſhon, the 
Prophets dit” addreſs themitel ves ti: eQtly to the Rulers of the people; 
the) ſhewed them the undoubted Commandment of God, and their 
undeniable Praftice oppotree untoir, and in a eie which evident iy doth 


pes vert the truth of Religicn, and endanger the ſaſety vfrhe State 5 the 
Frau fe, and rhe anrighteouſpels thereof, is to be laid open belore all, 

from the word of God, zud ill ite to be wirned of the dangerous cork - 
ſequences thereof,” ich muy be done in The, leaving the 1 | 


and portieu ar application to every mans Judgmens,to diſchurge his Con- 
forence towards God therein; but now we have ſeen men ghar accuſe 
thoſe whom they w diſcredit befote L to med 
with the mitt , ut wit 1 t dice £0 
upon confoiral xþpert e ing Faults 

of inlinuatior, . whererpbn'a HGT "examination none ' were totbefy! 
Ne that infift; upon the be R e u matter, to chirge ſame bo. 
with-the gale there, datf evidently thew chat. his um is not ſo m 
to ret Fe che füt; 35 to make him diu, whom be chf geth Aird rz 
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of 
bue hehe Handicttrthie”” Thef of A metter; "doth it to inftffh anſ | 


worn elf Men of their Dirty, Thar they may lpok to cheit 'wayes, GOLD 


\ They thre were nfed co pręach of late at Court, for the generility cile * 


enlave theft Sctthons For the Humot of the Prince ; ind ſie diggit 

Tents Hoy Wutz on purpoſe to uphoſd ſome Sts te- gel wh 

| key be cfesiN Hedged, the ried Abaher by x tag (9 i 

| — — is theetly for Churth-Pieterment,** Afd 
one war that Prion,” ahb to pleaſe rhe; Amour of the Times, In 

taking to ptove the excellency of Monaychy, cook his Text one of 7 


fo 
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= — 7 noe 9. In ry 6 days there war lo” Krng in Iſrae]. © Aud bY ith © 


| ake'themfefves ridicuſou; For there 14 . rich oh - 
eee Fern pry hah fore of People falhch gre called Buſrechodicy, 
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Medlers with other Concerns than their own, that they are deſpicable 
even in commoa Gonverſatiun, much more ia the Pulpit. IV 

There is another pretence taken to colour this practice, from the 
Commandments, which theApoſile doth give to Timothy ind Tit: Then 
that fin, rebuke before all, 1 Tim. 5. 20. Be inſtant in ſeaſon, out of ſea- 
fon, reprove, rebuke, exhort, &c. 2 Tim. 4 2. And Rebuke them 
ſharply, &c. Titus t, 13. And luch-hke, | 

Bur [ conceive , that all theſe Pirectious are given to Paſtors , only 
in reference to thoſe that are immedratly under the Paſtoral Charge in 
Clear Caſes, whecein they are to deal with the Parties thewlelves imme. 
diatelz: ir is therefore a great miſtake, to apply them unto other per- 
ſons who are not under their Paſtoral charge, an in caſes which ere My. 
reries of State, and not obvious to the cognizance of every one, and 
which are handled, not before the parties themſelves, but before others 
who are not capable to judge thereof, as the common people are. If we 
look to that which Carift did in this way of reproot comards the Scribes 


and Phaciſees, Mat. 23, We (hall ſec how theſe reproofs ought to be | 


mannaged, Firſt, it may be obſerved, that Chrilt came not to this harpne(s 
with them till cowards the latter end of his Mimiſtiy, after that he had 
Ja all probability dealt many times with them ia a milder way, to make 
them ſenſible of their Duty: Fot it is (aid of him, that he did not bregk 


the bruiſed Reed, nor queach the ſmoskiag Flax, that be did not ſtriue 


nor cauſed his voice to de heard ja the ſtreets, Mat. 12. 19, 20. whence 
we muſt conclude, that be never at ficſt dealt with any man ſharply, bot 
gently alwayes, but when he found theſe Scribes and Phariſees incorti- 
gible, then leſt the people might be ſeduced by their pratiſez, he doth 
give chem a neceſſiry wacning,o preſerve chem from peryerted by 
the example of their Leaders, and reproves the open faulcs of their 
Leaders, in clear Caſes convincingly before them. Secondly , he doth 
it inſuch a way which is without all exception. For he doth not intend 
ta diſcredit them in their places, or blaſt their Authority cowards the 
people, but eſtahliſheth it, commanding the People to heacken to them 
t fic in Moſes (eat , ver. 3, 3. then he repraves them not behind 
tihete to the people, but to their faces in the preſence aſ the people, 
And laſtiy, be infifts upon particular matters of Fat, hhich were un- 
deniables, wherein he not only diſcovers their Hypocrifte , to convince 
them of it, but ſh:ws them the Duty which oughe to be done; und 
warns them of the Judgment which is to come upon them if they ne- 

ite Nowif che Minifters that meddle with State affairs in the 
| Pag would obſerve this way and method, their practice would be free 


ſrom 


9 
from all exceptions; for ii t hey can dea with thoſe that m e pub=- 
lick Affeits, to rectiſie that which they find oppoſite to Chriſlianit y, and 
atoiſs in them, firſt, by way of Counlel in private, and iſ sfcerward und- 
ing that private Admonitions profit not, but that they perſevercin a 


courſe of State · bypocriſie, to endanger the falvation of others, whom - 


chef may ſeduce by their example from the ſincerity of the Holy proſei- 
ion: if I)) ig ſuch s caſe without prejudice to their juſt Authority, 
chey can deal roundly & openly with them, co convince them of the per. 
verſneſs of their way, and to teclaim them ii om the errors thereof, this 
would not only be warrantable, but commendable: but how far this ig 
intended by any, I leave to jou to judge zend to the conſcience of thoſe 
that handle State - matt ers in their Sei mons, to determine between God 
and theme les. 

As ſor that which ſome ſay, that Men muſt not be luke · warm Neutra- 
liſta, but zealous in the Cauſe of God, and for the Publick good: I an- 
ner it is ſoz but we muſt-aiſo take heed, that we miſleke not the 
ute of God, and that we make not our on part ia Aims and private 
intereſts, that which we call God's Cule : let God's Cauſe be flated 
as itrelactes to the Golpel of Chrift, let it be handled in Theſi & Anti- 
thefi,as it reflects upon the Conſcience of all Men by the maniteſtation of 
the Truth; 2nd let no perſonal Reproaches, Inſinuat ions. Reflexions,and 
particular Worldly mat tere, to alperle any body. be mixed with it; d 
let ĩt be held forth with all Spiritual Fervency from the Word; and © 
let it be recommended to Gods Bleſſing upon the hearts of the Heats 
ers ; but let us not coll our own contrivements Gods Caufe, nor hus 
mane Paſſions raiſed upon jealouſies or Ditcontenty, Zeal. Do we not tee 
evidently, that no parcy dot h count any thing apublickgood, hut · thet 
which is {or its on way : and that all irs ZeaFand Strength is ſpent not 
ſo much to advance the intereſ as to ſet up it ſelf over the adverſe paity, 
& to caſt Jown every thing which is not for its on iatereſt : This i 0» 
vidently all-che Zeil of theſe times, viz.toſtrive for power over others; 
Kae to act by meer wili according to power agaiuſtell that are am 

 (aſpeed to be vppolites. And if not · to be iRtive m-this-way oi pare 
riality, or pul t up for the intereſt of ode agiinft bother, to have tht 
ale, be counted to be's luke-warm Neutralift , I hal confels. amy 
ſelf to be one of theſe, and yet I hope I ſhall never be ſound a Neutra. 
1 before God in bis Cauſe, nor lake-wW rm towerd the Wey of 

rutſ ind Pesce, Which is Mthont Partiatity und without Hypocihs 


lie. 
'B . and 
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And it it ill becomes the Miniſtry to telle like Politicians and Sates · men 
in their Pulpite, fo is its thing altogether as undecent, to ſee ſo many 
Preachers of the Goſpel haunting and cre:yding the Parliament Lobbies, 
and Anti-Chambers of publick Lay. Aſſemblies, whiſpering bere, and buz- 
zing there, and as buſie as Bees, Asif the publick Affairs of the Nation 
could not be mannaged, without their having an Oar in the Boat. And 
yet no Rational Man can give any good Reaſon, why thoſe Ecclefiafticks 
ſhonld be ſo buſie and active in ſuch places as thoſe, anlefs It be to fide 
with, or make Parties, and to beſpeak Friends for the carrying on ſuch an 
Iatereſt; which how ill it becomes them, they themſelves well know, 
only they follow the Deteriora, It would be x piece of Ill Manners, for 
them to believe that the Lords and Gentlemen now conveened together, 
will not be 2 careful of the Proteſtant Religion, as they can be :; nor can 
they be thought to want their Directions. But if they hover and brood 
over their own worldly Intereſts and Advantages, tis an unſeaſonable 
Piece of double diligence; 2s if they could not confide in the wildom of 
thoſe Perſons, whom the Nation hath made choice of in this Exigence of 
Affairs, without their Intermedling and Diſtorbing their Debates. 

The Clergy of England cannot but be deep'y ſenſible, how wide 2 G»(h 
the Proteſtant Religion lately received in this Kingdom, and how that 
both Houſes of Parliament are now met to ſoadet up the Wound: what 
will che world then think, when they (hall be the firſt that give the Io. 
eerruption to ſo good a work? The Church of- Eng/and-men had moſt 
reaſon of all o · bers to be ſenſible of the Invaſions made upon their Pri- 
viledges and Properties, by their being turned out ef their Colledges, 
while o ery began to ſit triumphant in the very UNIVERSITIES 
of the Nation : and they themſelves commanded to read a Declaration, 
to the Violation of their Conſciences. And is it fair for them to be the 
firſt tharQuarrel, who are the firſt who receive the Benefit of the Applica» 
tion? Orare they ——_ undergo the ſame Severitics again, till at 
_ they are Outed out of All? 

he Clergy have the greateft Ad vaatage in this pargiculer, that if they 
happen to be diſguſted at any thing, they preſently get up into their Pul- 
pics, and in a State- Sermon ring the Bells backward, and then their 
come in. But at ſuch an unſea ſonable time as this, when Ireland 

ies u bleeding, when there was never. more need of Union, when the laft 
Effarts of « ſtrugliag Enemy require our ut moſt Oppoſition, it looks 28 if 
they had no ſenſe of the Danger: that they from whom it was leaſt ex- 
peed, ſhould he the firſt OoftruRore gf all that is offered, to ſecure — 
| „))) 
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them and as : orat leaſt, that Popery and Slavery are no ſach formidable 
things to ſome, who are now under another Profeſſion, as it is and ever 
will be to ſach Proteſtants 2$ are endued with a per fect love of truth. 
Certain it i, that the Gentlemen of the Church of England are not ſo bigot- 
| ted to their Paſſive- Obedience, but that they can lay it alider in a concern 

that touches their own Copy bold, as they did by their Refuſal to read 

the Declaratian for Liberty of Eonſcience : which makes it the leſs con- 
 fiſtent with apy Reaſon, why they ſhould be ſo ſqeamiſh in the Grand 
| Affair of the Kiogdom. For where the Religion of a Nation lies at ſtake, 

it will be traosmicted to Poſterity as a very nokind Contention, to trouble 
the Progreſs of National Settlement with Diſputes about the ſigmifications 
of Words, Good Authority bas laid this down for 2 Maxim, That Prin- 
ces for the time that they begin to break the Laus, and thoſe ancient Mane 
ners and Cuſftomes, under which the People baue been long govern'd, begin 

to loſe their Soverdignty. 

Strada Speaking of the Revolt of the Low Countries trom the King of 
= Ir is not to be queſtioned, ſays he, but that ſame Liberty, to which 
the People bas been for a long time accuſtomed, if there be any Attempt to 
alter or diminiſh it, occafions fatal Commotions, And Sir Thamas £mith 
tells us, That it is the Parliament Which gives Form of Succeſſin to the 
Crown. Beſides that the words of Herry the fourth, King of France, in 
Thuanus,. were theſe; Legis non Regis eſſe de regni Succeſſione decer- 
nere. 

Theſe therefore being the Maxims of Secular Politicks, conformable to 
the Laws and Statutes of the Lind, cd the Conceſſions of great Princes 
th:mſclves, and ſach things wherein the Clergy have nothing to do to 
meddle, it is ſo much the more to be wondered at, that any Conteſt a- 
mong them ſhould be ſer on foot, to interrupt the intended Proviſions for 
the future Security of the Nation; 


will 
they 
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may be ſaid to have given the $f Chet ch the Talking Power of Pogury 
at White ball, 38 

- Of theſe Honours it cannot be laid, but that the reft of the Miniftry 
that mov'd in u lower Orb, had gain'd a Seat ſhare; and it was hoped 
that they would have contiou'd under the ſame Condudt that inipit d them 
with ther. firſt Reſolutions. But it was not without the ſorrow ind per- 
plexity of many, to obſerve that Harmony of Temper, «nd Agreement ot 
Reſolution, tending ſo much to the Good of the Nation, diſturd'd by the 
moody diſcontent of ſome nien that ſeem d to fludy more the Intereſt of 
the Common ern than the-Publick Welfare. Thete is no qu eſtion to 
bemade,' but that the Enemies of qu Religion and Liberties, would be the 
moſt joyful People in the world, to ſeethat there were among our ſelves 


any People fo much their kind Friendi, as to kendle Diviſion» among thoſe: 


VVortby Patriots, who are now conſulting the Scttlement of the Nation, 


upon the laſting Foundatigns of Peace god Safety Bur it would ill become 


thoſe who have . fed hitherto ſo, much to the ſati fi ctios of the Kingdom 

to be the firſt that ſhould ſave our Enemies the labour, 0d blow up tboſe 
Flames that ſhould put us into new Conflegrations, and diſturb (baz 
Great work, which is now carrying on to Reſtore this Nation to its antient 


Luſter and Gr:pdeur. All men know that Relapſes are worſe ther the 


Diſcaſcs themſelyes. But for choſe that ould be the Samaritans that 
ſhould pour Balſam into our wounds, to feſter the mending Scirs with 
new Corrofives, is ſo far from ſavouring of Chriſtianity, that Morality 


would be aſhamed of it. Beſides, that it would bg a Preſumption in act- 


ing as it were againlt Heaven, hy going about to diſturb what Providence 
has hicherro ſo fairly brought about; wheh certainly could never happen 
from the Miniſtry, if they were kept within the bounds of their Functi- 
on, and not deviate from the Precept: of their Lord and Maſter, 


— 
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